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Amendments to the Claims; 

Claims 2 to 10 and 12 to 16 are amended. Claims 17 to 19 
are cancelled and claims 20 to 22 are added as set forth 
hereinafter . 

Lihgting of Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application. 

1. (Cancelled) . 

2. (Currently Amended) Th^ axiLlviLi.aLluii fcglfcimfciiiL ul ulaLui 17 
The work apparatus of claim 20 , wherein said end section is fixed 
form tight on said guide slot. 

3. (Currently Amended) Tliu anLlvlLiXciLiuu eltJUibuiL ul claim 17 
The work apparatus of claim 20 , wherein said end section extends 
over a number of said turns in a range of 3/4- turn to greater 
than 2 -turns. 

4. (Currently Amended} Tliks auLlvibxciLiuu fcilfainifajAiL u£ claim 3 
The work apparatus of claim 3. wherein said number of said turns 
is greater than approximately 1 1/4- turns. 

5. (Currently Amended) Thu aiiLivibratiuu elemeiiL u£ claim 3 
The work apparatus of claim 3 . wherein said transition section 
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extends over approximately one turn to four turns. 

6. (Currently Amended) Tlita aiiLlvlbia ' trun - eleiueiiL of claim 3 

The work at>t>aratus of claim 3, wherein said coil spring has first 
and second ends twisted relative to each other. 

7. (Currently Amended) The aiiLl vibiaLlun fc!l*dim=;xiL ul cldlm G 
The Mrgr.^... ^pp^yy^^^s of cl,^in^ wherein said first and second ends 
are twisted relative to each other by approximately a half turn. 

8. (Currently Amended) TlitJ auLivlbiaLl 

Th^e work appare^tu? glaim wherein said end section is a 
first end section and said coil spring has a second end section; 
and, said guide member is a first guide member and said guide 
5 slot is a first helically- shaped guide slot and said 

antivibration element comprises a second guide member defining a 
second helically-shaped guide slot; and, said coil spring is 
guided at said first and second end sections on said first and 
second helically- shaped guide slots, respectively. 

9. (Currently Amended) Thij aiiLivlLi.atiuix wlfa i muiiL uI ulalm 8 
The v^oirH ^ppai;at;H^ pfi 8, wherein said first and second 
guide members are configured as first and second plugs projecting 
into the interior of said coil spring from opposite ends thereof; 

5 and, first and second helically- shaped guide slots are formed on 

said first and second plugs, respectively. 

10. (Currently Amended) Tlifc? autivlLiaLluii tjluiiient ol claiiu 9 
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The work apparatus of claim 9 , each of said first and second 
plugs having receptacles formed therein for accommodating an 
attachment device, 

11. (Cancelled). 

12 . (Currently Amended) The aiiLiv;ibj.aLluiA elmuuiiL ul ulaint 9 
The work apparatus of claim 9, wherein, in said transition 
section, the spacing (a, a') of the base of said helically-shaped 
guide slots to said longitudinal center axis becomes less with 

5 increasing distance from the end section. 

13. (Currently Amended) TUw aAJLLlvIbidLiuii ylbtment of claim 12 
The work apparatus of claim 12 . wherein said guide slots each 
have a trapezoidal ly-shaped cross section. 

14. (Currently Amended) The anLivibxdLluii bgltJiiLeiiL uI ulalm 13 
The work apparatus of claim 13 , wherein said trapezoidal ly-shaped 
guide slot has first and second flanks defining respective 
angles (a, 3) with said longitudinal center axis of said coil 

5 spring which are each less than 90^. 

15. (Currently Amended) TUb ctiiLivlbLaLluii fajltaueiiL uI i^laiiiL 14 
Th^ Wpy}^ aPT?ftyftt;Wi5L,.pf claim 14, wherein said angles (a, p) lie in 
a range of 30® to 60®. 

16. (Currently Amended) Tlifa? aiiLl vlbj.aLlun uleiumiL ul ulaim 9 
The work apparatus of claim 9 . wherein said guide slots each have 
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a circular-arc-shaped cross section . 
Claims 17 to 19 (Cancelled] . 

20. (New) A portable handheld work apparatus conqprising: 
a first housing part; 

a drive motor connected to said first housing part; 

a second housing part and a handle connected to said second 
5 housing part; 

an antivibration unit subject to deformation \inder load 
during operation of said work apparatus; 

said antivibration unit having a spring constant which 
increases in response to said load and said deformation thereby 
10 facilitating a good guidance of said work apparatus when held and 

used by an- operator; 

said antivibration unit including: 

a coil spring defining a longitudinal axis and having an end 
section, a mid section and a transition section extending from 
15 said end section to said mid section; 

said coil spring having a first end fixed to said first 
housing psurt and having a second end fixed to said second housing 
part so as to cause said first housing part to be connected to 
said second housing part via said coil spring; 
20 a guide member having a helically-shaped guide slot wherein 

turns of said coil spring are guided; 

said end section being fixed in said helically- shaped guide 
slot so that said coil spring is fixed to said first housing 
part; 
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25 said guide slot having first and second flanks delimiting 

said slot in the direction of said longitudinal axis; 

said end section and said transition section of said coil 
spring being guided in said helically- shaped slot; 

said transition section having a first play (c) to said 

30 first flank in the direction of said axis and a second play (d) 

to said second flank; 

said helically-shaped guide slot having a base and said 
transition section being guided on said guide slot with a third 
play (b) to said base in radial direction so as to cause the 

35 turns of said transition section to be moveable in said radial 

direction relative to said helically-shaped slot in the unloaded 
state of said antivibration xinit and contribute to the spring 
action of said antivibration unit; and, 

wherein said third play (b) is overcome during the 

40 deformation of said coil spring under load in a direction 

perpendicular to said longitudinal axis and the turns of said 
transition section come at least in part into contact engagement 
with said helically- shaped slot so that the spring stiffness of 
said antivibration unit increases because of said at least in 

45 part contact engagement of the turns of said transition section. 

21. (New) The work apparatus of claim 1, wherein said spring 
constant is low when said antivibration unit is not subjected to 
load and said spring constant is high when said antivibration 
unit is \mder load. 

22 . (New) The work apparatus of claim 21 , wherein said third 
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play (b) between said coil spring and said base becomes greater 
with increasing distance from said end section when said 
antivibration unit is not under load; a first cross section of 
5 said coil spring is at a first play distance from said base in 

the course of a half turn of said coil spring in said transition 
section; said first play distance increases to a greater second 
play distance (b') in the course of a further half turn so that 
with increasing load and the deformation of said coil spring 

10 associated therewith continuously more turns of said coil spring 

come into contact engagement with said helically-shaped guide 
slot and said spring constant of said coil spring increases in 
correspondence to the increase of said third play (b) between 
said coil spring and said base of said helically-shaped guide 

15 slot. 
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